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A NOTABLE MEETING 


AST week we suggested that Mr. E. V. Evans would occupy 
the chair at the 80th Annual Meeting of the I.G.E. with 
distinction. Our forecast proved correct in the event, and 
the tributes paid to him so spontaneously were in fact an expres- 
sion of general opinion. The meeting was exceedingly well 
attended for a wartime gathering, and it seemed to us that the 
ovation given to Dr. E. W. Smith on the presentation to him of 
the Birmingham Medal was happily and surely indicative of the 
appreciation in which he is he, and of the real desire to practise 
his dictum that we must seek strength through widespread 
internal co-operation, understanding of present and future needs, 
and effective mutual aid. Mr. Evans’s Address, in which he 
analyzed the functions and achievements of the Gas Industry 
having regard primarily to the public interest, was outstanding. 
It was an analysis of great clarity, showing that our functions as 
aconstituent part of the national fuel industry are at present of 
major importance, and can well become of far greater importance. 

It is, as Mr. Evans said, essential for the good of the nation 
that considerations of political or commercial opportunism 
should not rule the future development of so important a part 
of the national economy as fuel usage. The problems involved 
are fundamentally technical and economic, and satisfactory 
solutions will be found only if full weight is given to these basic 
technical and economic aspects. On such grounds it is possible 
emphatically to state that development of gas supply on a scale 
much beyond our present record would confer large benefits 
upon the community. It follows that we must be able to define 
clearly what we conceive to be the contribution we can make. 
Ina speech on a rather subdued note at the President’s Luncheon, 
the Minister of Fuel, Major Lloyd George, was, however, 
emphatic on two points. First his conviction of the need for 
continuance of the Ministry after the war; secondly his desire 
for co-operation between the various fuel industries. ‘“Com- 
petition,’ he remarked, “‘ is valuable ; a great deal of the efficiency 
of the industries of the country has been brought about by it. 
But competition can go too far; so-called free and unfettered 
competition has not always been for the benefit of the consumer.” 
And he referred to the vital nature of the Gas Industry’s services 
both in war and in peace. 

A very large amount of work and endeavour is packed into 
this one-day Institution meeting, and the clock-fighting element 
was present throughout. The six Papers presented were short, 
and even so were only introduced in abstract by the Authors. 
Yet it seemed that we had not nearly enough time for discussion. 
Is the programme too ambitious? Have we arrived at a stage 
when sectional meetings would better cope with the purpose in 
view? We realize that the latter question is more related to peace- 
time conditions, but we ought to try to get away from discussions 
for discussion’s sake. We will not labour this point, but to exem- 
plify it in one particular, how many more times is it going to be 
thought necessary to-point out in Institution contributions that it 
would be a good thing to eliminate sulphur from town gas (vide 
Mr. Evans’s Address and the comments of Mr. George Dixon). 
Instead of acting, we seem to be settling down to discussion 
again, often on the all too obvious. We feel that, with the will 
to act, more good could result from Institution discussions ; and 
we say this appreciating the potential usefulness of the dis- 
cussions on the contributions at the meeting last Wednesday, a 
tecord of the proceedings at which appears on later pages. We 
shall deal subsequently with the individual contributions and 
with the discussions to which they gave rise. 
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NOTES 
NATIONAL GAS COUNCIL 


ONVENIENTLY arranged to coincide with the visit to 

London of many members for the Institution meeting, what 

may well have been the last Annual General Meeting of the 
National Gas Council drew a record crowd last week. The 
proceedings,. which covered formal business for all the war 
years, were otherwise largely concerned with bidding farewell to 
Sir David Milne-Watson as President of the Council. The 
obvious sincerity not only of the tributes paid to his work and 
to himself personally, but also of their acclamation by the 
assembled company, must have made the best of a sad occasion 
for Sir David. Certainly it was clearly demonstrated that 
“even the ranks of Tuscany”’ bear no ill-will, as indeed no true 
Briton bears ill-will towards a “ bonnie fechter.” But the con- 
tinued existence of Tuscan ranks was acknowledged by Sir 
David in his reminder that true democracy implies the acceptance 
by the minority of whatever appears best to the majority, 
and his implication that it is no very long step from opposition to 
obstruction. 

No one will quarrel with the very wise decision to leave the 
Chairmanship temporarily in abeyance, and the generous offer 
of Mr. Frank Jones to take the chair in the meantime in his 
capacity of Vice-President is truly deserving of general gratitude. 
It will, in fact, leave the new constitution, whenever it may be 
formed, free to break entirely away from precedent if it so 
desires, with no embarrassments in respect of a President with 
an “unexpired” term of office. And, like many others, we 
believe that the new constitution will start life in a much happier 
atmosphere if it does break away from precedents. This, again, 
is no expression of opinion that all was bad which has gone 
before; far from it. But autres temps, autres moeurs—and when 
we do make our fresh start in life by all possible means let it 
be fresh, and not just a mild rehash of the old order. 

We would make reference to one other point which was 
raised at the meeting. It is no part of our stock-in-trade to 
claim to have foreseen every Gas Industry problem many years 
before it arose, but not so long ago we did express anxiety at the 
apparent lack of interest shown by the “‘owners” of gas supply 
in the fate of their “property.” In the very early days the 
columns of the ““JouRNAL”’ recorded battles royal between rival 
companies and, we believe, directors competing for the privilege 
of supplying gas to undeveloped areas frequently did violence 
to one another’s silk hats. We do not advocate any revival of 
partisanship on these lines (even though headgear remains 
coupon-free), but we do heartily endorse Mr. Dixon’s hope that 
more people on the ownership side will take part in our future 
discussions, and Mr. Frank Jones’ stricture on directors that 
many in the past have been too easy-going. It is particularly 
significant that Mr. Dixon, with experience of a municipality 
which has long shown a live interest in the wider problems of 
gas, should have taken this view, and what Mr. Frank Jones 
does not know of gas company directors can scarcely be worth 
knowing. Indeed, if members of gas committees confine their 
interest purely to matters of local import, they are not fulfilling 
the whole of their duty to the ratepayer owners in these days 
when gas matters are increasingly being regarded on the national 
scale. While, too, there is much to be said in favour of local 
interests being represented on company boards of directors, 
it is, in our view, equally necessary in these times for the profes- 
sional man, tradesman, or whoever accepts a seat on the board, 
to regard himself as trustee for a public utility extending far 
beyond his own High Street. 
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Tar Shortage Areas 


The Tar Controller has issued a direction to tar distillers in the 
Eastern and London Divisions of the Ministry of War Transport, and 
in Berkshire (which is in the Southern Division), that these are 
“shortage” areas. Tar distillers in these areas (unless their stocks 
exceed amounts specified to them by the Tar Controller) will supply 
tar, and tarmacadam manufacturers will supply tarmacadam, only for 
Air Ministry requirements, or on the authority of a permit issued by 
the Ministry of War Transport’s Divisional Road Engineers. Anyone 
in the shortage areas needing tar or tarmacadam for other than Air 
Ministry requirements should apply to the appropriate Divisional 
Road Engineer for a permit. 

The Eastern Division comprises Notts, Lincs, Rutland, Northants, 
Bucks, Beds, Hunts, Isle of Ely, Cambs, Norfolk, and Suffolk; and 
the London Division covers London, Herts, Essex, Middlesex, Surrey, 
Kent, and Sussex. 


Personal 


Mrs. J. WESLEY WHIMSTER, head of Bath’s W.V.S. organization, 
has been awarded the M.B.E. Her husband is a Director and the 
Engineer of the Bath Gas Company. 


* * * 


Mr. G. HuLmes, of the City of Salford Gas Department, has been 
appointed Shift Engineer to the Oldbury Gas Department. 


Obituary 


Mr. J. L. BUTLER, Managing Director of W. J. Jenkins & Co., Ltd., 
Gas and Constructional Engineers, Retford, died on June 12 at the 
age of 53. 

BS * * 


The death has occurred of Mr. M. Darina, District Supervisor, 
Broxburn Gas Company, Ltd., at the age of 59. He was an Hon. 
Member and Hon. Auditor of the Scottish Junior Gas Association 
(Eastern District) at the time of his death, and held the post of Hon. 
Secretary and Treasurer in the Session 1917-18, and of Hon. President 
in the Session 1926-27. 


Diary 

June 21.—London and Counties Coke Association, Gas Industry 
House.—Finance Committee, 11 a.m.; Executive Com- 
mittee, 11.30 a.m.; Central Committee, 1.30 p.m. 

June 23.—Industrial Gas Centres Committee, Gas Industry House. 

June 24.—Midland Association—Meeting in Birmingham, 2.30 p.m. 
Address by Dr. J. G. King, Director of the Gas 
Research Board. 

June 25.—Waverley Association, Edinburgh, 10.30 a.m. Presidential 
Address of Mr. W. M. Henderson. 


Scottish Juniors 


The Annual Meeting of the Scottish Junior Gas Association 
(Eastern District) was held in Dunfermline on May 31. Mr. S. G. 
Melville presided. 

After a full discussion it was unanimously agreed that the 
Association should affiliate with the British Junior Gas Association 
Joint Council. 

Mr. T. B. Livingstone explained the need for a Transactions Secretary, 
and recommended that Mr. J. T. Murray, Perth, should be appointed ; 
this was agreed. ; 

The following Office-bearers were elected for Session 1943-44: 

President.—T. B. Livingstone, Perth. 

Vice-President—Wm. Masterton, Edinburgh. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer —W. H. Carson, Edinburgh. 

Transactions Secretary.—J. T. Murray, Perth. 

Librarian and Education Representative—A. J. Doran, Edinburgh. 

Council—S. G. Melville, Edinburgh (ex-officio) ; T. R. Sawers, 
Perth; A. Ramsay, Galashiels; J. R. Denoon, Edinburgh; A. McNeil, 
Hamilton; R. Air, Cowdenbeath. 

Hon. Auditors—M. Darling, Broxburn, and E. L. Farquhar, South 
Elmsall. 

The Factory and Offices of Ascot Gas Water Heaters, Ltd., will be 
closed for the annual holiday from June 26 to July 5. _In consequence 
it will not be possible to accept delivery of “Ascot” appliances for 
repair during that week. 


SS 
The fact that goods made of raw materials in short supply 
owing to war conditions are advertised in the ‘Journal ” 
should not be taken as an indication that they are neces- 
sarily available for export. 
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National Gas Council 


A Meeting of the Central Executive Board of the National ¢ 
Council was held on June 8 at Gas Industry House. Sir David Milp 
Watson, Bart., LL.D., D.L., presided. 

Before proceedings started, Sir David was unanimously nomingjs 
for election as Honorary Member of the Council at the annual meetiy 
following the meeting of the Central Executive Board. 

Sir David expressed his pleasure at the honour, and his regret 
having to relinquish his activities on medical advice. He emphasizd 
that he would continue to take a deep interest in the Council andi 
work, and hoped to be able to attend some of their meetings in jj 
future and follow the fortunes of the Gas Industry, and keep up i 
many friendships which he had formed in the long period dur 
which “4 had presided as Chairman of the Board and President oft, 
Council. 











































































































HE 
Gas 


The Chairman, on behalf of the Board, warmly congratulated \y Civil 
A. W. Smith, C.B.E., General Manager and Secretary of the City diithe neigl 
Birmingham Gas Department, on the recent honour conferred upg, OBE., | 


him by H.M. the King. 

Mr. C. H. Chester (Swindon United Gas Company) was aly 
congratulated on having received the O.B.E. 

The Chairman said he had to report with regret the death of Mr] 
MeNicholl (Cork Gas Consumers’ Company), who had been a mem; 
of the Board since 1921. A letter of condolence had been sent y 
the Cork Gas Company on behalf of the Board. 

It was reported that, at a special meeting of the Finance Committ 
held on May 31, the annual accounts of the Council for the finanei 


Secretary 
America: 
Forward 





Ame 
unfalte 


year 1942/43, as audited, had been examined, and copies had be Natur 
forwarded to the members of the Board. enthusia 
Mr. E. V. Evans, Chairman of the Ministry of Fuel and Power (; So the 
Advisory Committee, reported upon the first meeting of the Committ the Cou: 
with the Minister on May 21, and obtained the authority of the Boar at the 
for that Committee to speak for and to proffer advice on behalf of t b 
Industry at these meetings. The Committee would report to tye mem 
Board regularly. : a year é 
The next meeting will be held on July 13, at 2.30 p.m. gas qua 
point of 
R he had | 
Severn Valley Gas Corporation, Ltd. i unfairly 
The Ninth Ordinary General Meeting of the Severn Valley Gaj the Gas 
Corporation, Ltd., was held at 15, Moorgate, E.C., on June 10. auspicic 
Major Julian Day, M.C., the Chairman, presided. Ffficaci 
The following is the Chairman’s statement circulated with the repor 
and accounts : The Directors’ report and the accounts indicate tha ‘he mee 
financial stability has again been maintained. Revenue is increase({ down N 
by £1,508. After providing for payment of the dividends recom} who, hc 
mended—namely, a final dividend of 23%, less tax, on the ordinary shouted 
stock (making 54% for the year), and a dividend of 6%, less tax, fof .. “a 
the year on the deferred stock—the balance to be carried forward, ay "WAT! 
shown in the Directors’ report, will be £19,314, compared with £16,00/ meeting 
brought in. These dividends are at the same rates as paid for thi Audito! 
last five years. These results cannot fail to be gratifying to our larg Presi 
body of stockholders. thank 
The real story of our progress can only be disclosed through the “4"K¢ 
operations of our constituent companies, and to these, to my grea Scotlan 
regret, I am prevented from referring by direction of the Board off Southa 
Trade. In present conditions each separate undertaking is faced with worth- 
problems pertaining to its own locality to maintain at all times an Smith 
adequate supply of gas, however extreme the fluctuations in demant, : 
both for domestic and industrial purposes. Even in normal times such} Ordina 
difficulties would have appeared most formidable, especially so in the Escreet 
case of the relatively smaller undertakings. FE (Torqu 
Present conditions, entailing irregularities and delays in supplies 0! The 
coal and of materials required for repairs and maintenance as well a 
for extensions, and above‘ill the loss of skilled employees thoroughly tary M 
trained in the Industry, have made these problems at times almos'§ Resear 
insurmountable. That they have been overcome and efficient servittB fegsor 
throughout the group so well maintained has been due to the devoted These 
service and unfailing energy of managers, staff, and employees of thes 
constituent companies. So many have shown self-sacrificing devotion The 
to duty, little recognized, and yet so essential a part of the war effor.B of Con 
Such services will be remembered. To all of them and to the body Wales 
of employees who have continued loyally in our service I send our W. Fl 
rateful appreciation. : . 
I anal canna’ that wherever we have been able to lay connecting North 
mains between centres of production efficient service and economit— C, F, 
supplies have been greatly facilitated. i (Bishc 
Our central organization also has suffered from the strain of unusual 
effort with inadequate numbers. To relieve somewhat our ver) 
overworked Managing Director, to whom again our special thank§ Pres 
are due, Mr. R. S. Snelling, of the Newport Gas Company, has been We 
appointed General Manager of the Corporation. He enjoys the om 
complete confidence of the Directors, and some of the benefits to bee the I 
expected from this appointment are beginning to appear. awar¢ 
During the year Lieut.-Col. C. P. Dawnay, who until called to thé tingu 
Forces acted as Joint Secretary to the Corporation from its inception, ia 


has resigned from that position, but we look forward to the time wher 
(Continued on p. 747) 
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HE 80th Annual General Meeting of The Institution of 
Gas Engineers was held in London—at the Institution of 








sratulated Mj Civil Engineers—on June 9, when there was an attendance in 
oe the neighbourhood of 600. The President, Mr. E. V. Evans, 
Upoy 





O.B.E., F.I.C., was in the Chair, and at the outset he asked the 
Secretary (Dr. W. T. K. Braunholtz) to read a message from the 
American Gas Association received from Major Alexander 
Forward, the Managing Director, which read: 
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been sent i American gas fraternity marches with you in determined 
ce Comniit unfaltering advance to victory and reconstruction. 
ie fingae Naturally this gracious message was met with appropriate 
¢ Deen . . . . 
enthusiasm, which put the meeting in the best of good humour. 
1d Power Gy So the President then moved that the 80th Annual Report of 
he Committed 


the Council for 1942-43, and the Accounts, be adopted. Sitting 
at the Press table we awaited the customary performance, 
remembering how Mr. George Helps, of Nuneaton, registered 
a year ago that the 1941-42 report contained no reference to 
gas quality. Sure enough, up popped Mr. Helps, rising on a 
point of order, maintaining that if nobody wanted to hear what 
he had to say it was just too bad and that he was being treated 
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, Ltd, unfairly. , After all, he remarked, he had done something for 
1 Valley Gai the Gas Industry—and that was more than some of those gathered 
une 10. auspiciously together at the meeting could truthfully say. 
ith the repo Efficaciously, the President poured oil on troubled waters, and 
indicate thi the meeting backed him up by loud cries of “Chair” and “Sit 
is increase] down Mr. Helps.’ “‘Sit down be hanged,” retorted Mr. Helps, 
lends recom who, however, had to resume the sitting position. The meeting 
[oa shouted him down. After which little interlude—not a par- 
{ forwark 7 ticularly enlightening interlude—we came to the business. of the 
with £16,00) meeting and the announcement of the ballot for Officers, 
paid for thf Auditors, and Ordinary Members of Council, thus: 

to our lar President,. 1943-44, James Jamieson, of Edinburgh, who 
through th hanked the members for the tribute, paid through him, to 
to my grea] Scotland. Vice-President, 1943-44, S. E. Whitehead, of 
he Board off Southampton; Vice-President, 1943-45, C. M. Croft, of Wands- 
2 pri worth—both of whom expressed their thanks. Auditors, H. C. 
in prreet Smith and A. Morland; Hon. Secretary, John Terrace; and 
al times such} Ordinary Members of Council, E. Crowther (Newcastle), H. J. 
lly so in the Escreet (London), T. F. E. Rhead (Birmingham), R. C. Taylor 
1 supplies of (Torquay). , ‘ 

se as wella rhe President then referred to the appointment of two Hono- 
; thoroughly! tary Members of the Institution, Mr. A. T. Green, Director of 
imes almos'§ Research, British Refractories Research Association, and Pro- 
cient servic fessor D, T. A. Townend, Livesey Professor at Leeds University. 
the devoted Th . F 4 : , 

yees of these ese elections met with everybody’s satisfaction. 

ing devotion The Secretary then announced the names of District Members 
> war effort ® of Council for the year 1943-44: Irish, H. L. Adams (Tipperary) ; 
1 ~ Pp Wales and Monmouthshire, J. F. Rust (Newport); Manchester, 

send’ Ol W. Fletcher (Liverpool); Southern, W. A. Howie (Maidstone) ; 

‘ connecting’ North of England, J. W. Pallister (Middlesbrough); Midland, 
d economit§ C, F, W. Rendle (Redditch) ; Eastern Counties, F. H. Robinson 
» af unuall (Bishops Stortford); North British, R. Fife (Kilmarnock). 

t our ver) 
ag a Presentation of Medals 
auove the We came to the presentation of medals. The highest award 
nefits to bf the Institution can make is the Birmingham Medal, which is 
tled to th awarded infrequently and only in recognition of most dis- 
vy eet tinguished services. Instituted over 60 years ago, it has been 
> time whe Presented fifteen times, the fifteenth being at the meeting when 





Dr. E. W. Smith, C.B.E., joined a short list of illustrious names, 
which includes John West, father of the Institution’s immediate 
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RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 


Past President, Sir Frederick West. And most graciously Sir 
Frederick had returned his father’s gold medal so that it could 
be re-inscribed for Dr. Smith. It was singularly appropriate 
that the Birmingham Medal should be given to one who has 
carried out distinguished work at Birmingham. Presenting the 
Medal, Mr. Evans referred to the services rendered by Dr. 
Smith as Director-General of Gas Supply. The Medal was 
presented amid hearty and prolonged acclamation. 

The Institution Silver Medal was awarded to Mr. J. Corrigan, 
and the Bronze Medal (a dummy pro tem.) to Mr. H. N. Dann. 

At this stage the President introduced his Address—see last 
week’s “JOURNAL.” A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. E. 
Crowther, who described the Address as one remarkable both 
in scope and breadth of outlook, the product and essence of 
mature thinking. And he took the opportunity of mentioning 
the appointment of Mr. Evans as Chairman of the Ministry of 
Fuel Advisory Committee, suggesting that no one was better 
qualified for the post, to which he had been called by democratic 
vote which testified to the confidence which the Gas Industry 
reposed in his ability and discretion. Dr. H. Hollings, who 
seconded the vote of thanks, said that in the Address they had 
a picture not only of the complexity of their work, but also of 
the breadth and depth of interest in the financial and engineering 
problems with which they were confronted. 


Benevolent Fund 


The meeting was then adjourned for the meeting of the 
Institution Benevolent Fund. Moving the adoption of the 
Report and Accounts, Mr. Evans urged members of the Institu- 
tion to sign a deed of covenant to cover their subscriptions. He 
explained that only 25% of the subscribers subscribed under this 
principle. He also expressed their thanks to Sir Frederick 
West for a generous contribution under deed of covenant which 
he had made to mark his presidential year. Mr. C. T. Price 
seconded the motion, which was carried. 


The Gas Industry: Considerations on Further 
Development 


This brought us to the technical business of the meeting, 
presentation and discussion of the short Papers comprising 
Communication No. 259, “The Gas Industry: Considerations 
on Further Development.” The Communication comprised 
six Papers: “Standards of Technical Performance,” by G. 
Dixon; ‘Regional Gas Engineering Advisory Boards,” by 
C.F.W. Rendle; “The Problem of Calorific Value,” by J. E. 
Davis; ‘“‘The Design of Distribution Systems to Supply Post- 
War Development,” by H. J. Escreet ; ‘““The Design and Supply 
of Domestic Gas Appliances,” by J. E. White; and “The Design 
and Performance of Gas-Works Plant,” by A. G. Grant. We 
shall start publication of these Papers next week, together with 
the discussions to which they gave rise. On Mr. Dixon’s 
Paper the contributors were Mr. E. Crowther, Mr. J. T. Haynes, 
Dr. J. G. King, Mr. G. E. Currier, and Mr. George Helps. On 
Mr. Rendle’s Paper, Mr. G. C. Pearson and Mr. T. F. E. Rhead, 
following whose remarks the meeting was adjourned, and in the 
interval there was the President’s Luncheon at the Savoy Hotel. 
Our report of the speeches is given later. 

The business session was resumed in the afternoon, when 
discussion was continued by Mr. F. C. Briggs and Mr. E. M. 
Edwards on Mr. Rendle’s Paper. There followed the Paper by 


Mr. Davis, discussed by Mr. T. C. Finlayson and Dr. S. Pexton; 
Mr. Escreet’s Paper by Mr. C. A. Masterman, Mr. Tate, Mr. 
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J. H. Dyde, Colonel J. A. Gould, and Mr. F. H. Robinson; 
Mr. White’s Paper by Dr. Harold Hartley and Mr. Masterman; 
and Mr. Grant’s Paper by Mr. Charles Cooper, Mr. R. J. 
Restall, and Dr. J. G. King. 

Time having precluded further discussion, there came a vote 
of thanks to the Institution of Civil Engineers, the Authors of 
Papers, the Scrutineers of the Ballots, the Officers, Auditors, 
Council, and Committees of the Institution, and the Secretary 
and staff. This was proposed by Mr. A. H. Andrews and 
seconded by Mr. H. Platt. 


Presentation of Presidential Certificate 


The meeting was concluded by the presentation to Mr. 
Evans of the Presidential Certificate. This was performed by 


the new President, Mr. James Jamieson, who said Mr. Evans 
had been one of the Institution’s most outstanding Presidents, 


PRESIDENT’S 


HE President’s Luncheon was at the Savoy Hotel. There was 

a large attendance, and the guest of honour was Major G. Lloyd 

George (Minister of Fuel and Power). The President (Mr. 
E. V. Evans) was in the Chair. 

The PRESIDENT, proposing the toast of ““The Guests,”’ and coupling 
with it the name of Major Lloyd George, said the privilege of proposing 
the toast of “The Guests’”’ was perhaps one of the most pleasant tasks 
of the year of office. Each President performed it with great pride, 
and, if he might add, some trepidation. Pride because the Institution 
was honoured by the presence of eminent men in many spheres of 
life, and trepidation because of their eminence. Personally he believed 
that when a person became eminent he had developed a delicate sense 
of discrimination. It was an essential part of his eminence that he 
should know what was right and what was wrong, what was well said 
and what was badly said. He set himself standards and expected 
those standards in others. They were proud to have as their chief 
guest Major the Rt. Hon. Gwilym Lloyd George, Minister of Fuel 
and Power, and with him were prominent members of his staff. At 
the same time he expressed to Sir John Thornycroft (President of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers) thanks for his presence. He welcomed 
also representatives from the Dominions and the Allied Countries; 
from most of the Departments of His Majesty’s Government, including 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research; from the 
Universities, Learned Societies, kindred Institutions, Trade and 
Research Associations; the Government Laboratory and the Parlia- 
mentary and Scientific Committee. The presence of so many distin- 
guished guests was indicative of. the close connexion that existed 
between the Gas Industry and other realms of endeavour. 

From time to time in conversation with the Minister one or other 
of them had expressed their gratification that the interests of all 
spheres of fuel had been brought under the aegis of one Ministry. 
However desirable this might have been in the past, it was certain that 
a form of unified control was necessary to-day and would be equally 
so in the future. The Gas Industry believed that the gas-making 
process and the service rendered by the Industry would now be judged 
from the large national standpoint, and he assured the Minister that 
the Industry was content so to be judged. 

The Ministry of Fuel and Power had asked the Gas Industry to 
formulate its policy for the future. This was a matter of great satis- 
faction to the Industry, for they preferred to formulate the plans 
themselves, and with the help of the Ministry to re-cast the Industry 
so that it might take its proper place in the new Britain of the future. 
But, as the Minister knew only too well, there was a war to be won 
and the Industry was vital to its successful conduct. It was indeed 
a difficult matter to enumerate any materials used in war in which 
gas did not play a part. A topical example, of course, was the bomb- 
ing aeroplane. The majority of the parts in its construction required 
gas as the heating medium in their manufacture. Some of the tar 
produced in making the gas returned to the bomber as plastic mouldings 
for its many instruments of control and navigation. The explosive 
in the bombs that it carried was derived largely from the products of 
gas manufacture, and even the uniforms of the crew required a coal- 
tar derivative known as Air Force Blue. 

It was the present main endeavour of every member of the Gas 
Industry to serve the country as best he could, and in this matter he 
would like to make reference to the Gas Engineering Advisory Boards 
which were now in operation throughout the country. This was a 
system of what might be termed “‘regional mutual help,”’ and aimed at 
the maintenance of adequate gas supplies for our war effort and the 
achievement of maximum efficiency in the use of coal and oil. The 
beneficial effect of this organization was already being felt, and he 
wished to take the opportunity of thanking the Minister for the letter 
he sent him giving encouragement to those engineers and chemists 
who were giving their services to this organization. 

The Minister had expressed the opinion that the gas and electricity 
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if not its brightest gem. They respected his ability, they appre. 
ciated his courage, his confidence, his enthusiasm, they liked his 
well-disciplined and well-ordered judgment, but they admired 
him especially for the diligent and devoted attention he had 
given to the District Associations during these very difficult 
travelling times. Though he was retiring from the Presidency, 
it was a matter of great satisfaction to know that his great 
experience and ability would still be available to the Institution 
and to the Industry. Mr. Evans, in reponse, said he had hoped 
for some freedom after his year of office, but it so happened 
that the Minister of Fuel and Power had appointed an Advisory 
Committee. They had had one or two meetings, and he could 
see there was much work to be done in that direction. He had 
thoroughly enjoyed himself as President of the Institution, and 
only wished he could live up to the pleasant things that had been 
said about him. 


LUNCHEON 


industries should be complementary to one another. This was indeed 
sound advice, and in his own Presidential Address he had tried to 
show how much, by co-operation, these industries could not only 
help in the development of each other’s industry, but how much both 
industries'could benefit both themselves and their consumers, and how 
easily they could impede each other unless they agreed to some degree 
of co-ordination and understanding. So important did he regard this 
matter that he had ventured into the realms of prediction—some might 
call it phantasy—and had described in some detail in that Address 
the benefits that would be conferred upon an imaginary township 
supplied with a properly co-ordinated fuel service. 

There was one matter arising from this analysis that he did not 
think could be refuted. It was that the two fuel industries—gas and 
electricity—should, for the benefit of the nation and of the public, 
co-operate. He believed that co-operation would result not only in 
an appreciable extension of both industries but, what was of greater 
importance, in a large reduction in the cost of both commodities to 
the public. He suggested that an examination of the highly complex 
technical and economic problems associated with the formulation of 
a national fuel policy should be the responsibility of the Minister of 
Fuel. The Industry believed that the Minister, with the help and 
advice from the fuel industries, would, in due time, shape a compre- 
hensive and statesmanlike fuel policy. Questions such as the avoid- 
ance of uneconomic competition, the establishment of a wise degree 
of co-ordination among the various fuel industries, the provision of 
adequate alternative facilities so as to allow freedom of choice by the 
consumer, the problems of coal conservation, smoke abatement, 
atmospheric pollution, &c., were all matters requiring the most 
careful consideration. Therefore it was hoped that when the time 
—_ opportune, the Ministry would frame a comprehensive fuel 
policy. 

The MINISTER OF FUEL AND Power, responding to the toast, said 
the present occasion was interesting because this was practically the 
first anniversary of the day the Ministry was formed. It was formed 
to co-ordinate the use of the fyel resources of the country in order to 
make the best use of them for the war effort. That was the main 
purpose, and he thought it could be said at the end of the first twelve 
months that considerable things had been achieved. He would be 
very foolish not to recognize that the strain on our fuel resources 
would grow and not diminish as the war continued towards its con- 
clusion. This was not an occasion for him to speak at length about 
coal, but as it was the basis of our fuel and power resources, it was 
obvious that every new commitment that we made on the Continent 
of Europe, or wherever else it might be, meant new demands for coal 
from this country. Moreover, there was a diminishing man-power, 
which was bound to have its ‘effect. 

As the President had reminded them, the war was the immediate 
task to be faced. It had always impressed him to see the tremendous 
power of this country to solve its problems in war. For that reason 
he had also been a little mystified at the reluctance of the country to 
use that same energy and unity for solving equally great problems in 
peace. One of the great efforts must be in wise planning and scientific 
use’of our fuel resources, because, after all, our fuel resources must 
remain the basis of our industrial strength. He fully appreciated 
that peace problems were, if anything, more difficult than war problems, 
and it was difficult to convey to every citizen in the country that a 
special effort from him was just as necessary in peace as it was in war. 

The Ministry of Fuel and Power had been received with acclamation, 
and he found it difficult to believe that it would pass away with the 
war. It was the task of the Ministry to co-ordinate the use of fuel— 
viz., gas, electricity, coal, and oil—and it was not an easy matter. 
He wanted to see that the knowledge’ of fuel technique was spread 
among all the people. If there was one thing this war had done 
more than any other, it was to make the people of this country, whether 
domestic or industrial, fuel conscious. During the reconstruction 
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period there were bound to be tremendous possibilities for these 
industries. , 

There had been much talk about co-operation. He supposed he 
started it in a public speech; but what did he mean by co-operation? 
He did not mean that it should be dictated from the Ministry as to 
how this should be brought about. That was not his idea of co- 
operation. There must be co-operation not only between industries 
but co-operation within the individual industries, and certainly co- 
operation between the Ministry and the industries which were respon- 
sible for fuel. Admittedly competition was valuable, and he appre- 
ciated that a great deal of the efficiency of various industries in this 
country, particularly the fuel industries, had been brought about by 
keen competition. But even competition could go too far. They 
knew that the free and unfettered competition between public utility 
undertakings had not always been to the ultimate benefit of the con- 
sumer. Therefore, the public utility undertakings must cultivate 
within themselves a sense of national responsibility. He wanted to 
see in the fuel industries a sense of comradeship in the pursuit of a 
common aim which, he repeated, was the efficient use of our coal 
resources. Let it not be thought that that was an idle phrase. He 
believed that a tremendous amount depended, as far as the future of 
this country was concerned, on the intelligent use we made of our 
fuel resources. 

As regards co-operation between gas and electricity, there were 
some who regarded the electricity industry as a young industry simply 
waiting for peace to rush forward again. On the other hand, there 
were some who regarded the Gas Industry as having reached middle 
age. Surely that was not the case. The Industry had passed through 
a complicated history from the time when it distributed light alone 
to the time now, when it supplied not only light but heat and power, 
benzole, tar, sulphuric acid, and other commodities. Surely it would 
be better to regard the Industry as being a young industry entering a 
new sphere of activity. Some of the possibilities were clear. The 
interests of the Industry would be closely bound up with the plastics 
and chemical industries after the war, and it was vital that the least 
efficient units in the Industry should come up to the standard of the 
others. In the electricity industry there was the grid system, while 
the Gas Industry consisted to a large degree of small local concerns. 
Therefore there was great need for intensified effort to see that the 
weakly were as strong as the others. 

Continuing, Major Lloyd George said he wished to take the oppor- 
tunity of expressing his gratitude to the Gas Industry for the assistance 
he had had from it. The Gas Advisory Committee had just been set 
up; it had been selected by the Industry, and he believed the names of 
those who were on that Committee had the general confidence of the 
Industry. Through that Committee the Ministry would be kept in 
the closest possible touch with the Industry. At the same time, he 
wished to take the opportunity publicly of paying his tribute to the 
services rendered by the Gas Industry to the war effort. Without 
mentioning any names, he knew that from the advisers at the top to 
those who repaired during the blitz, this country owed a great deal 
to these men. The war brought many serious difficulties but the 
Industry had kept on manfully. He believed that the Advisory Board 
would enable the Industry to get closer together. In the fuel economy 
campaign the Industry had played its part manfully, and he had a 
few figures of the manner in which economy had been practised in 
gas. These figures, it was true, referred to consumption of coal in 
the Gas Industry. In April, 1942, there was an increase of 11% in 


the amount of coal used as compared with the previous year. By 
December of that year the percentage increase had fallen to 5.3%. 
By January of 1943 it had fallen to 1.5% below the previous year; in 
February, 1943, to 5.3% below the previous year, and in March, 1943, 
to 5% below what it was in the previous year. 
figures. 


These were remarkable 





INSTITUTION 


At the Meeting of The Institution of Gas Engineers on June 9 the 
following were elected to membership: 


Honorary membership—The Presidents (ex-officio) of the Gas 
Associations of Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and United States 
of America; Green, A. T., F.I.C., F.Inst.P., Director of Research, 
British Refractories Research Association; Townend, D. T. A., D.Sc., 
Ph.D., D.I.C., Livesey Professor, University of Leeds. 


Membership: Atkin, F. L., Birmingham Gas Department; Bardgett, 
H., M.Sc., Fuel Research Station; Davis, J. E., A.I.C., South Metro- 
politan Gas Company; Drake, J. A., Drakes, Ltd.; Farror, R. M., 
Wandsworth and District Gas Company; Hutchison, W. K., B.A., 
B.Sc., Air Ministry ; MacDougall, D., A.R.T.C., F.1.C., Fuel Research 
Station; Martlew, W. S., Leigh Gas and Water Departments; Morton, 
B. C., Robert Dempster & Sons, Ltd.; Stanier, J. E., G.M., M.I. 
Chem.E., Stoke-on-Trent Gas Department; Webster, J., Lockerbie 
Gas Department. 


Associate membership—Bateman, J., Sheffield and District Gas 
Company; Biggs, N. B., B.Sc., F.C.S., Nitrogen Fertilizers, Ltd.; 
Britton, J. C., Newton Chambers & Co., Ltd.; Bureau, A. C., B.Sc., 
W. C. Holmes & Co., Ltd.; Crowle, L. S., B.Sc., Gas Light and 
Coke Company; Dow, D. C., Alloa Gas Department; Fyfe, D. L., 
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In conclusion, the Minister said that planning for the future was 
not only essential for the national good, but it was also essential to 
ensure that the Gas Industry occupied the place in the national 
economy that its importance unquestionably justified. 


Sir JOHN THORNYCROFT, K.B.E. (President, Institution of Civil 
Engineers), proposing the toast of ‘The Institution of Gas Engineers,” 
spoke of the close links between the Institutions of Civil and Gas 
Engineers, and recalled that there were many members of the one 
Institution who were also members of the other. With regard to the 
treatment of coal, he said that the Gas Industry dealt with only 20% 
of the total output, so that there was plenty of scope for further 
development in the Industry in making more effective use of our 
coal resources. Speaking of co-operation in the Industry, he suggested 
there was also need for co-operation among the various engineering 
institutions and societies to ensure that their work was intelligently 
allied. To some extent at the present time there was rivalry among 
the Institutions and Societies, but they should all pull together. The 
objects should be to secure a unification of membership and more 
standardized educational facilities, and he had no doubt that a great 
deal more would be done in that direction. In the same way there 
should be more co-operation between the various branches of engineer- 
ing to enable engineers to play their part not only during the war, but 
in the period of reconstruction. 


Mr. JAMES JAMIESON (President-Elect), who responded to the toast, 
said he regarded it as a great compliment to the Gas Industry that this 
toast should have been proposed by Sir John Thornycroft, who had 
reached such eminénce in his own branch of engineering. It was a 
circumstance which must give particular satisfaction to many members 
of The Institution of Gas Engineers who were also members of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers. It was indicative, also, of the bonds 
which united engineers in all branches of the profession, the bonds of 
common interest in all things scientific, and of*service to the com- 
munity at large. For that reason it had often occurred to him that 
the bonds which united engineers might with advantage be strengthened 
by a closer liaison and more intimate contact between the various 
engineering groups, because there was hardly any aspect of engineering 
which did not affect all the others in greater or less degree. 


The Gas Industry was now processing about 20 million tons of coal 
per annum and providing some 1,600 million therms of gas and 9 million 
tons of coke. These two fuels, through their greater efficiency in use, 
were replacing at least 50 million tons of coal—a net saving in coal 
annually of 30 million tons. Translated into terms of man-power, 
this meant that at least 100,000 underground workers had been 
released from uncongenial toil in the bowels of the earth. Was this 
not a great humanitarian achievement? The latest step of the Gas 
Industry had been to strengthen its research organization by the 
creation of a Research Board which was affiliated with the Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research, and was financed partly by 
the State. That the Board was now a State-aided research association 
was a matter of great satisfaction to the Industry, because it indicated 
a growing realization by the State of the importance of the coal-pro- 
cessing industries in their schemes of post-war planning. The Gas 
Industry, too, had its post-war plans. It was a great satisfaction to 
him to feel that out of the uncertainties of the inter-war years and the 
welter and chaos of the war there were emerging not only new scientific 
discoveries but a new spirit, a new morale, a new conception of the 
value and worth of the Gas Industry, a new sense of responsibility in 
the individual, a determined and sustained urge towards greater 
service to the people and to the State. 


Mr. F. H. Jones (President, South Metropolitan Gas Company) 
proposed the final toast of “Our Chairman and Retiring President,’ 
and Mr. Evans briefly acknowledged it. 


MEMBERSHIP 


United Kingdom Gas Corporation, Ltd. ; Harrison? R. K., Southamp- 
ton Gas Light and Coke Company; Illingworth, F. K., B.Sc., A.LC., 
Lancashire Foundry Coke Company; Jennings, A. C., Derby Gas 
Light and Coke Company; Johnston, R. E:, Croydon Gas Company ; 
Kilvert, J. R., South Yorkshire Chemical Works, Ltd.; Mann, W. J., 
Gas Light and Coke Company; Nicklin, T., B.Sc., Stretford and Dis- 
trict Gas Board; Parker, J., Buxton Gas Department; Patching, H. J., 
Peterborough Gas Company ; Phillips, W. G., B.A., Assoc. M.Inst.C.E., 
Luton Gas Company; Pincock, O., B.Sc.(Eng.), Weston-super-Mare 
and District Gas Company; Pollicott, F. S., Gloucester Gas Light 
Company ; Richards, B. D., Haywards Heath District Gas Company ; 
Rimmer, G. J., Hinckley Gas Department ; Sanderson, E. J., Gas Light 
and Coke Company; Sheard, K., B.Sc., Newton Chambers & Co., 
Ltd. ; Spence, G. R., Harrogate Gas Company ; Stevenson, J., Leek Gas 
Department; Thompson, D. M., Manchester Gas Department; 
Thomson, R. J., Motherwell and Wishaw Gas Department ; Unsworth, 
R. H., Wallasey Gas Department; Whitehouse, R. S., Solihull Gas 
Company; Williams, P. F., Tottenham and District Gas Company. 

Associateship.—Baker, N. W., W. J. Jenkins & Co., Ltd.; Dines, 
W., Gas Light and Coke Company; Graham, J., Lancaster Gas 
Department ; Helps, G., jun., Nuneaton Gas Company ; Pamely-Evans, 
O. G., B.Sc., A.I.C., Guest, Keen & Nettlefolds, Ltd. 




















Tis Annual General Meeting of the National Gas Council—the 
first since May, 1939—was held at Grosvenor House, Park Lane, 
London, on June 8, under the chairmanship of Sir David Milne- 
Watson, who announced his retirement from the office of President 
after 24 years’ service. The attendance was one of the largest on 
record. After Mr. W. J. Smith, Secretary, had reported the list of 
members of the Central Executive Board appointed and nominated 
respectively by the District Executive Boards and associated bodies, 
the 22nd, 23rd, 24th, and 25th annual reports and statements of account 
were presented. 

The President moved the adoption of the report and accounts for 
the year ended Mar. 31, 1943, and also, in order to regulari:2 the 
position, those of the three previous years. After referring briefly 
to the war conditions which had caused the postponement of the 
meetings due to be held in those years, Sir David continued: All along 
we have been confident that however: black the immediate outlook 
might be, and at times it has appeared black indeed, the tide of war 
which had for so long run against us would turn in our favour. Now 
it has done so. There may still be dark and difficult days ahead of 
us, but the issue is no longer in doubt. So through the fog of war 
we can, and indeed must, begin to look to a future, not so remote as it 
once appeared, when peace will be again restored, and for which we 
must prepare if we are not only to hold our own as an Industry, but 
to expand to the full measure of our capacity. 


The Past 


Before, however, speaking of the future, I would like to turn back 
for a little to the years which have elapsed since we last met, and in 
doing so it is fitting that we should first make mention of those who, 
though they have gone from our midst, still live in our memories. 
The list is, alas, a long one, and it is impossible to name them all, but 
men such as Francis Goodenough, W. W. Townsend, H. D. Madden, 
Stephen Lacey, and many others besides, rendered yeoman service to 
the Council and the Industry, and we record our grateful appreciation 
of their work and, at the same time, our sense of the loss which we 
have sustained, 

Of the work accomplished in each of those years, a full account has 
been given to you in the monthly reports along with much other 
information, and a yearly epitome has been sent to you similar in 
form to the Annual Report now before you. Looking over these, 
what stands out prominently is the fact that despite abnormal circum- 
stances, despite vicissitudes, and despite difficulties, some of which 
were inevitable and some were manufactured for us, the Industry has 
not only carried on, but has been able to render service of steadily 
increasing value to the State in meeting wartime needs. 

No single matter caused us greater preoccupation than that of coal 
supply, with the related questions of price, quality, contract conditions, 
transport, &c. There were times when many of us were dangerously 
short of coal, and when we did get some to keep us going we frequently 
found that it was of a type but little suited to gas-making. And while 
quality deteriorated prices went up, yet it was only in some cases, and 
often with difficulty, that undertakings obtained authority to raise 
their charges in order to meet the increasing cost of raw materials 
and labour. What was sauce for the goose, in the guise of the coal 
industry, was definitely not sauce for the gander, in the shape of the 
Gas Industry. With the creation of a Ministry of Fuel and Power 
and the appointment of a Minister who, I am glad to say, has shown 
himself sympathetic towards the Industry, we now have greater hope 
that certain grievances may be redressed, and, in particular, that more 
favourable consideration will be given to our request that we, as very 
large consumers of coal, should be consulted when an increase in 
price is contemplated. The formation of the new Ministry was 
undoubtedly a step in the right direction, but it is unfortunate that 
the Directorate of Gas Supply, formed earlier of men who had 
unrivalled technical knowledge of the Industry, should have been 
disbanded. 

On the other hand, we now have closer liaison with the Government 
than we formerly had through the Board of Trade. We have a repre- 
sentative on the National Coal Board which has been set up by the 
new Minister, who has also recognized officially as Committees of his 
Ministry the Public Utilities Coal Committee and the Gas Oil Advisory 
Committee. The former Committee is, of course, representative of 
the Conjoint Conference, but it includes a strong representation of 
our members and it has done sterling service during difficult years. 
Tribute must also be paid to another Committee which, though not 
a child of the Council, is fully representative of gas interests.. We owe 
it in large measure to the National Gas and Electricity Committee that 
the threatened imposition of a system of fuel rationing was avoided. 
They have held from the beginning, and in the event their contention 
has been justified, that no system of rationing could be satisfactory 
and that none should be introduced until every other means of securing 
fuel economy had been fully tried. 

There are many other matters, some of them of first-class importance, 
with which the Council has had to deal since we last met, but it is 
impossible without detaining you unduly to mention them all. 1 must 
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content myself, therefore, with referring you to the Reports in which 
they are fully described. 


The Outlook 


Turning now to the future, we undoubtedly have to look forward 
to great changes in the post-war years, and we have taken and are 
taking such steps as we can to be in a position to meet them. The task 
is, however, fraught with great difficulties owing to the absence to 
date of any definite pronouncement by the Government as to their 
intentions in regard to the fuel industries generally, and the Gas 
Industry in particular. 

It is manifest, however, from the wide range of subjects covered 
by the reports of committees set up by the Government—such as 
those presided over by Lord Justice Scott and Mr. Justice Uthwatt— 
that, under the general heading of planning, many changes are con- 
templated, and that a large number of those changes will affect the 
Gas Industry directly. To safeguard our interests it is therefore 
essential that we should have a strong national organization able to 
speak and act for the Industry, to negotiate with the Government, and 
to make representations to the Legislature. During the twenty-six 
years of its existence we, as a Council, have accomplished much. 
We have succeeded in welding into a united Industry a large number 
of individual units, both large and small, some owned by municipalities, 
others by companies; we have learned to speak with one voice, and as 
the years have passed we have gradually acquired great power and 
influence. But even before the war it was felt that our organization 
might be still further improved and strengthened. Recommendations 
to that end were, in fact, formulated and discussed, but they were 
never put into operation. When, however, the Government turned 
its attention to post-war planning, action on our part became necessary, 
and in September, 1941, a Committee representative of all branches of 
the Industry was set up “ to collate information and formulate sugges- 
tions for post-war planning so far as concerns the Gas Industry.”’ One 
of the first tasks of this Committee, which was afterwards made a 
Committee of the British Gas Federation, was the preparation of a 
scheme for the reorganization of the national bodies. Their proposals 
were circulated and evoked a considerable amount of criticism, but, 
having been substantially modified, are again before the Industry for 
acceptance. 

Important as are the relations of one branch of our Industry with 
others, more important still will be the relations between the Industry 
and the Government, and it is for that reason that I urge that whatever 
form reorganization may take it should be agreed upon and effected 
without further delay. 

In the meantime, substantial progress has been made by the Post-war 
Planning Committee of the British Gas Federation in preparing to 
deal with our future relations with the Government—a matter in 
which the Minister of Fuel and Power has evinced a keen interest. 
Farly this year he asked me, as Chairman of the Committee, to let 
him have a note on the progress being made by the Gas Industry in 
planning for the future, and in response to his request I was able to 
send him a letter describing what had been done and a memorandum 
prepared by the Committee summarizing the position. It is unneces- 
sary for me to go into details as both my letter and the memorandum 


-have been published in booklet form, but I should remind you that, 


on the insistence of the Minister, it has been agreed to submit a final 
report by Aug. 11. ; a 

The preparation of this Report will undoubtedly be facilitated by 
the recent setting up, on our suggestion, of an Advisory Committee 
of five representatives of the Industry to advise the Minister not only 
on any question of importance in connexion with matters arising 
from the Ministry’s relations with the Gas Industry, but also with 
matters concerning future policy. We can congratulate ourselves 
that we have secured such a strong and competent Committee, elected 
on the most democratic lines, to handle on our behalf matters which 
concern us vitally. 

As to our future relations with other fuel industries, our aim, and I 
believe it is also the aim of the Government, should be to secure 
co-operation and equal opportunity for all. I sometimes hear 
gloomy forebodings about our prospects as an Industry after the war, 
but I feel that no importance should-be attached to them. Over and 
over again in our long history we have had to adapt ourselves to 
changing circumstances. We have always done so with success, and 
I have no doubt that we shall do so again. 


A Personal Statement 


Sir David then made a personal statement regarding his retirement. 
He regretted to say he had been advised to curtail some of his activities, 
and acting on his doctor’s orders he had with great reluctance decided 
not to offer himself for re-election as President of the National Gas 
Council or as Chairman of its Central Executive Board. He need 
not say how much he regretted having to take that step. He had been 
Chairman for 26 years and President for 24 years, and he had become 
very much attached to the Council and its work and to his many 
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friends whom he had met so frequently, but they must all realize that 
times came when changes had got to take place. He wished to say 
at once that he was not losing his interest in the Industry. He would 
take as keen an interest in the welfare of the Industry as he had ever 
done, and he hoped he might be allowed to partake in its consultations 
and in its work even if he was not in the chair. 

He had been very pleased that morning when at a meeting of the 
Central Executive Board his name was put forward for election as an 
honorary member. At any rate when he came to see them and meet 
and talk to them he would not feel he was an interloper. Apart 
altogether from the fact that he had to obey his medical advisers he 
felt that the time had come for a new layout in the Industry with regard 
to some of its activities, and therefore he felt the best thing he couid 
do was to take this opportunity of not seeking re-election. He thanked 
all his friends in the Industry very much for the support and kindness 
he had received from them during the many years they had been 
working together. Though there had sometimes been differences of 
opinion he had always felt he had the friendship of his critics, and that 
they all had their heart and soul in the welfare of the Industry. 

After Mr. F. G. Brewer, Chairman of the Finance Committee, had 
dealt with the accounts, the reports and accounts were approved. 


Presidency Left Vacant 


Mr. A. W. Smith explained that the Central Executive Board had, 
in the light of Sir David Milne-Watson’s retirement, considered the 


question of the Presidency and, on the suggestion of Mr. Frank H. _ 


Jones, who was deputizing temporarily, it had been decided not to 
nominate anyone to follow Sir David while matters were in a state of 
transition in regard to the national bodies. In the circumstances, it 
would be ungracious of him, and contrary to the wishes of the members, 
if he did not make some reference to Sir David’s resignation. Some 
of them had travelled with him from the beginning of the National 
Gas Council, and they had been astonished at the amount of work 
he had undertaken. The birth of the National Benzole Association, 
the British Sulphate of Ammonia Federation, the tar organizations, 
and so on, all of which he had fathered and seen through their teething 
troubles, indicated the tremendous amount of energy he had put into 
his job. They had passed through many troubles and Sir David 
had guided them along many stormy paths. His devotion to duty 
had been remarkable and his service had been a wonderful example to 
them all. He (Mr. Smith) formally proposed: 

“That the members of the National Gas Council, assembled ar 
their annual meeting on June 8, 1943, desire to express to Sit 
David Milne-Watson, Bart., LL.D., D.L., their profound regret 
at his resignation from the position of President of the National 
Gas Council, a position he has held with distinction for the past 
24 years. They again record their deep appreciation of the 
valuable services he has rendered to the Gas Industry, and desire 
to thank him for his wise guidance in the solution of many 
difficult problems and trust that the Industry may still have the 
benefit of his counsel and advice.” 

It should be explained, said Mr. Smith, that the word “again” in the 
resolution was in allusion to the fact that the Council had already 
expressed, in an illuminated address some years ago, their appreciation 
of Sir David’s qualities. 

Major G. H. Kitson seconded, and said he felt the decision to leave 
the Presidency open for the time being was the right one. He had 
watched with amazement the work Sir David had done for the Industry, 
and he felt everyone had been proud and delighted with the way he 
had dealt with every Goliath that had tried to cross their path. He 
doubted whether any industry had ever for so long a period had the 
advantage of a chairman who was so knowledgeable and so ready to 
serve. In the way he had handled the Central Executive Board and the 
whole of the National Gas Council and all the work connected with it 
he had performed a service to the entire community which was reflected, 
through the Council, to the world at large. 

The resolution was carried with loud acclamation. 

Sir John Daw and Sir Albert Ball, who proposed and seconded a 
resolution appointing Sir David Milne-Watson, together with Mr. 
T. P. Ridley and Mr. R. W. Foot, as honorary members, also paid 
tribute to the President’s long and valued service to the Industry and 


§ wished him long life and happiness in his honorary membership. This 


was carried, and Sir David returned thanks. 

Proposed by Alderman A. R. Bretherick, seconded by Mr. Ralph 
Halkett, Alderman Sir William Kay was re-elected Hon. Treasurer, 
Sir John Daw and Alderman J. H. Lloyd were re-appointed Trustees, 
amd Mr. A. Morland Auditor. 

The President proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairmen and Secre- 
aries of the District Executive Boards, and pointed out that the whole 
organization of the National Gas Council was based on the districts. 
If the new constitution went through, he very much hoped district 
Organization would become even more important than it was at present. 
Nevertheless the districts would realize that they could not always 
have their own way. There were different views, and sooner or later 
Somebody must give way. The Council as a whole must accept a 
Majority view, and he urged them to remember that however strongly 
they felt, and however important it was that every district should be 
consulted—and he was in favour of all the districts being consulted 
as much as possible—they could not expect the views of any particular 
district always to be accepted. They must be prepared to make 
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sacrifices in order that they might have a united house ; unless they 
were united they would fall. 

Mr. E. V. Evans seconded the vote of thanks, and thanked the 
Chairmen and Secretaries for giving up so much of their precious time 
not only to the work of the National Gas Council, but to the post-war 
planning work that was now going on throughout the country. 

Mr. E. Crowther responded for the Chairmen and Mr. G. Dixon 
for the Secretaries. Mr. Dixon foresaw in the reconstruction now 
taking place new opportunities for the districts to take their proper 
part in the work that was going to be done. He believed there would 
be a need for paid staffs in the regional headquarters of the Industry 
in the future, and he earnestly hoped a great many more people on the 
ownership side of gas undertakings would take part in their future 
discussions. 

The President proposed a vote of thanks to the staff, making special 
reference to the work of Colonel S. S. Ogilvie, Mr. E. J. Fottrell (Joint 
Managers), and.Mr. W. J. Smith (Secretary). Mr. Fottrell, he said, 
was seconded for Government duty early in the war, but he had now 
returned to the National Gas Council. 

Sir Frederick West seconded the resolution, and Colonel Ogilvie 
replied for the whole staff, mentioning particularly the loyalty and 
devotion to duty of the junior members of the staff. 

Mr. Frank H. Jones voiced the thanks of the meeting to the President 
for presiding, to which he added his personal tribute, and the proceed- 
ings then closed. 


SEVERN VALLEY GAS CORPORATION, LTD.—continued. 


we can bring him back in some appropriate capacity. He at present 
holds an important appointment on the staff of the victorious First 
Army in North Africa. Mr. C. B. Mawer, who assumed Colonel 
Dawnay’s duties at the very outbreak of war, and has carried them out 
with ability, has been appointed Joint Secretary to succeed him. 
Stockholders will also be interested to know that Lieut.-Col. R. H. 
Studholme, who has been so closely identified with the Corporation, 
holds an important staff appointment in the armies of the Middle East. 

Throughout the Gas Industry earnest thought is being given to 
plans for the future. It is generally recognized that one of the first 
essentials is to bring about close co-operation between undertakings 
in each region. The record of this Corporation and of others working 


on parallel lines has demonstrated the value of such co-operation, 
and one method of bringing it about. 
The report and accounts were unanimously adopted. 


South-Western Gas and Water 
Corporation, Ltd. 


At the Annual General Meeting of the South-Western Gas and 
Water Corporation, held in London recently, a final dividend of 3% 
on the ordinary shares was declared, making a total of 5% for the year 
—the same. 

The Chairman (Mr. R. B. H. Ottley), in the course of his speech, 
said: Once again circumstances prevent my addressing other than 
the briefest of speeches to you, but there are one or two items to 
which I would like to draw your attention. 

The accounts show further expansion in the revenue to £52,082. 
The carry forward was increased to £1,547. 

Dividends and interest on investments in subsidiary companies are 
shown at £33,156 7s. 8d., as against £31,995 in the preceding period. 
Once more our miscellaneous investments generally show improved 
results, and I shall hope next year to report a really substantial improve- 
ment under this head; indeed, some progress to this end has been 
already made since the close of the financial year with which we are 
dealing. 

Last year I expressed anxiety lest the gas-rationing scheme with 
which we were threatened would add an additional burden to the 
difficulties with which our undertaking has to compete in wartime. 
This we were spared, and our staff, depleted as it must necessarily be, 
has been able to keep our flag flying to the satisfaction of the Board, 
our consumers, and, we hope, our shareholders also. 

We must congratulate Mr. Allen and his people for the excellent 
work they have done, and in particular for the manner in which they 
have been able to arrange for our coal stocks. 

We hope we may be able to present you with at least as good a 
report this time next year, and, maybe, in happier circumstances. _ 


One of the largest industrial undertakings in the country has over- 
come the sticking or seizure of stop valves on steam lines and on 
systems where heat is encountered by painting on to the contacting 
surfaces a dispersion of “‘dag” colloidal graphite in acetone, forming a 
thin dry film which enables the valve to be assembled almost imme- 
diately. After two months the valves could be operated without the 
slightest difficulty, whereas previously rust and seizure had inevitably 
occurred. The success of this method lies in the parting action of the 
graphite film, which provides the right amount of lubrication when the 
valve comes into operation. It is unaffected by all temperatures met 
with in steam plant. E.G. Acheson, Ltd., 9, Gayfere Street, London, 
S.W. 1, inform us that they will be pleased to forward information 
about this extremely simple and speedy method to any who are 
interested. 
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PRODUCERS* 


By J. R. DENOON, Edinburgh 


the modified Government emergency producer. In this type the 

flow of gas and air is across the producer and the combustion zone 
is limited to a small area. Air, which may be pre-heated and may 
carry water vapour, is introduced through a water-cooled tuyere at 
high velocity. This results in the development of temperatures of up 
to 2,000°C. in the combustion zone. The gas leaving the producer is 
generally cooled by passing through a series of air-cooled tubes. 
Provision has to be made for removing dust which collects in the 
tubes. A great deal of research has been carried out on filters, and it 
may be assumed that finality has not been reached in filter design. 
Most filters fall into the following grouping: (1) Cyclones and centri- 
fugal separators. Only comparatively large particles are removed by 
this method. (2) Dry filtration. Fabric filters are extensively used 
on the Continent with plants using charcoal and give efficient filtration. 
If used with other fuels containing moisture the filter is apt to become 
choked. Fabric filters will char and tend to disintegrate if the gas 
temperature is excessive. Coke, wood wool, and wire wool have all 
been used as dry filters, but sisal tow is the most popular filtering 
medium of this type. Care has to be taken in packing the sisal filter 
to avoid channelling, and it must not be over-heated. 

Wet filtration is generally adopted if activated fuels are used, and 
may consist of either passing the gas through a moistened filtering 
medium or bubbling through oil or water. Oiled or wet coke, oiled 
sisal, or wood wool filters are examples of the first type. It is claimed 
that oil washing reduced engine wear by introducing. upper cylinder 
lubricant into the gas stream. ; 

The air supply to the producer may be direct to the tuyere or may 
be pre-heated by passing through a heat exchanger. Water may be 
injected at the tuyere or prior to pre-heating. The modified Govern- 
ment emergency producer pre-heats the air by using. the first cooling 
tube as a heat exchanger, water being injected into the air stream before 
pre-heating. It is generally recommended that water consumption 
should be about 25% by weight of the fuel consumed. 

When converting a petrol-driven vehicle to run on producer gas the 
following additional controls or their equivalent are advisable: 

(1) Bowden controlled air admission valve, which is located in the 
supply pipe in close proximity to the inlet manifold. 

(2) Gas throttle, connected to accelerator pedal with Bowden con- 
trolled tick-over setting. 

(3) Petrol throttle, disconnected from accelerator and operated by 
Bowden control. 

(4) Ignition control should be variable. If no variable control is 
fitted it is advisable to adapt the system to manual control. The auto- 
matic correction for speed should, of course, be retained. 

(5) A control petrol cock is necessary to shut off the petrol supply. 

The gas is introduced into the induction system by fitting a tee 
between the inlet manifold and the petrol carburetter. 

Fuels used for mobile producers are as follows: ‘ 

Wood charcoal, wood, peat-charcoal, lignite, low or high tempera- 
ture coke, and anthracite. Factors which influence the performance 
of a fuel are reactivity, size and grading, moisture content, ash and 
volatile content. 

Low or high temperature coke should conform to the following 
specification. Volatile matter—as high as possible, provided that the 
limit for potential tar is not exceeded ; ‘‘potential tar’’—less than 10 oz. 
per ton; ash—less than 5%; moisture—not limited (except for fabric 
filters) but should preferably be under 5%; size—} in. to 3%; in. 

The calorific value of the producer gas from H.T. coke (air free 
basis) using pre-heated air and steam will vary from 110 to 130 
B.Th.U./cu.ft. Fuel consumption is, as a rule, approximately 1 lb. 
per6h.p. hour. A 2-ton lorry with 2 tons pay load consumes approxi- 
mately 1 Ib. per mile when using coke. 


I PROPOSE to discuss the cross-draught producer as represented by 


Comparison with Petrol Engine 


The theoretical loss of power on conversion to producer gas is 
approximately 30%, and in some cases this may be as high as 50%. 
By modifying engine design and increasing the compression ratio to 
8 or 9 to 1 the efficiency be increased, but pre-ignition and detonation 
are likely to take place if the vehicle is run on petrol. As the producer 
gas‘air mixture burns more slowly than a petrol/air mixture, it is a 
decided advantage to advance the ignition by about 8 to 10° when 
running on producer gas. In some engines it may be advisable to 
fit special sparking-plugs to obtain optimum results on producer gas. 

Edinburgh Corporation Gas Department purchased a modified 
Government emergency producer in 1942. This was designed as a 
trailer unit, and was fitted to a 2-ton Bedford lorry. No modifications 
were made to the compression ratio. On comparing the performance 
on producer gas with petrol the following points were noted : (1) There 
1s a decided loss of power; (2) acceleration is slower; (3) more gear 
changing is required ; (4) there is no pre-ignition when pulling slowly 
in high gears, and the engine runs more quietly on producer gas. In 


* From a Paper to the Scottish Junior Gas Association (Eastern District), March 13. 


spite of the power loss, no difficulty was experienced in climbing steep 
hills, although generally a lower gear had to be used than when 
running on petrol. 

The producer consists of a thin steel vertical cylinder approximately 
4 ft. 6 in. by 1 ft. 6 in. fitted with a circular charging door at the top 
and a similar discharging door at the base. These doors are fitted 
with asbestos rope joints to minimize the possibility of air leaks. The 
tuyere is water cooled by a circulation system from an annular water 
tank fitted round the upper part of the producer. A grid is fitted over 
the offtake pipe to prevent the fuel being carried over in the gas 
stream. 

The air supply is pre-heated by the first cooler as previously described, 
and water injection is carried out by means of a Zenith carburetter 
gravity fed from a small tank. Dual-stage sisal tow filters were fitted 
and these give efficient filtration on non-activated fuels. These filters 
must be regularly cleaned, and care should be taken not to clean 
filters simultaneously, as clean sisal passes a certain amount of dust 
before the filter becomes effective. 

The producer is filled with fuel (approximately 200 Ib. of coke) and 
the water supply to the air inlet is turned on. A plug is removed from 
the tuyere, allowing cold air to enter the tuyere directly. The engine 
is started on petrol, and run at a fairly fast tick-over, with the gas 
throttle partly open and the air valve closed. 

A paraffin-soaked torch is then applied to the tuyere inlet, and 
ignition takes place in about 20 seconds. The plug is then replaced. 
The engine is kept running on petrol until the fire has been drawn up 
and gas is being produced. This generally takes 2-3 minutes. The 
air inlet valve is then opened, ignition advanced, petrol throttle closed, 
and the air valve adjusted until the engine is running smoothly. The 
petrol tap is then turned off, and the vehicle may then be driven off 
on producer gas. Readjustment of the air valve is necessary at 
intervals, to compensate for variations in the quality of the gas, as 
full power is not developed for approximately 20 minutes’after lighting 


up. 

The vehicle can be stopped for periods up to 10 minutes and be 
driven off on gas. For stops between 10 minutes and 2 hours the 
fire may be pulled up by running the engine on petrol, but if left over 
this period relighting is necessary. 

At the conclusion of the run the engine is switched on to petrol, and 
the producer allowed to cool overnight. It is emptied and refilled 
the following morning. About 120-150 miles are obtainable from a 
single charge of suitable coke. 

The clinker formed in the producer has a typical “bird’s nest” form 
and is very easily removed. 


Maintenance 


(1) Engine oil should be carefully examined and changed when 
necessary. 

(2) Gas line and inlet manifold require cleaning at long intervals. 

(3) Gas and air valves should be occasionally lubricated. 

(4) Spark plugs should be cleaned more. frequently than with 
petrol engine. 

(5) Decarbonizing should be carried out every 2,000 miles. 

Cylinder wear on petrol is generally about 0.4 thous._per 1,000 miles; 
with producer gas and efficient filters wear is approximately 0.6-1.0 
thous. per 1,000 miles. ; 

Several test runs have been carried out over a course near Edinburgh 
and typical results are appended. 


Road Test of High Temperature Fuel 


Starting up.—The fuel ignited easily in 15 sec. and total time to 
change over was 3 min. 50 sec. 3 
Power was satisfactory and improved steadily during the test. 
Flexibility was good, and idling was satisfactory. 
Bulk density: 
24.6 Ib/cu.ft. (loose packing). 
27.4 lb./cu.ft. (dense packing). 
Grading: yA 
; in} in. = 33.0 
4 in} in. = 43.0 
4 in.—? in. = 24.0 
Potential tar (oz./ton) = 1.0. 
C.A.B. (cu.ft./min.) = 0.041. 
Proximate analysis: Moisture, 4.8; V.M., 2.0; F.C., 88.9; ash, 4.3 %. 
Vehicle—2-ton Bedford lorry. 
Distance . ‘ . : 
Fuel consumption 
Water to producer 
Gross time to change over 
Weight of clinker 
Dust (below 33;) 
Average speed 


103 miles. 

1.43 (Ib. /mile). 

0.21 (ib. /Ib. of fuel). 
3.50 min. sec. 

4.75 Ib. 

5.5 lb. 

21.96 m.p.h. 


(To be concluded) 
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GLOVER-WEST VERTICALS 
WESTVERTICAL CHAMBERS 








440 carbonizing plants have been built or are under 











construction by West’s in 24 countries. Working results 
from a wide variety of gas coals have established the 


high efficiency and adaptability of the West systems. 
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JESTER 
RAND 


June 16, 1943 


GAS JOURNAL 


Products Prices—Stocks and Shares 


The London Market June 14. 


All Coal Tar Products are in good demand, 
4 Pitch in the London area remains about 


Attention is called to a new Government 
der which has just been issued, the Control 
Coal Tar Naphtha and Xylole Order, 1943 
-R. & O. 1943, No. 768). 

This new Order differs from the old 1942 
rder mainly in the fact that it embraces the 
pply of these commodities in very small 
antities. 

Apart from this there is nothing of interest 

p report. 


The Provinces June 14. 
The average prices of gas-works products 
uring the week were: Pitch and Crude Tar,* 
oluole, naked, North, 90’s, Is. 10d., pure, 
s. 5d. (controlled by the Control of Toluene 
lo. 2 Order, July 3, 1941, which fixes the 
aximum price at which this material may 
e sold). Naphtha and Xylole controlled 
y the Coal Tar Naphtha and Xylole Order, 
04), fuer: Dec. 7, 1942, and operative from 
: Carbolic acid, 60’s, naphthalene, and 
«ae controlled by the Coal Tar Products 


Pending war developments, markets re- 
ained quiet and uninteresting throughout 


ast week with prices drifting downwards. The | 


ews of the fall of Pantellaria received at the 
ime of writing probably came too late to have 
nny marked effect on the general position. 
Conditions were also quiet in the Gas 
arket, although there was no actual falling 
pf in the volume of business done compared 
ith the past few weeks. Prices were well 
aintained and several stocks recorded quite 
good rises. The feature was a gain of 10 
points in Plymouth ordinary to 924; the last 
ransaction in this stock was recorded in March 
ast at 804. In the Supplementary List 
Eastbourne ‘‘B” gained 4 and on the Bristol 
—w Weston-super-Mare closed 4} points 
etter. 


TRADE 


FULL particulars of these spaces can be 

obtained on application to the Pub- 
lishers, They are designed principally for 
the use of the firms whose display adver- 
tisements cannot be included owing to 


paper rationing. 


i 


INSTRUMENTS 


Gas Flow Recorders and Indicators 
Pressure and Vacuum Recorders and Indicators 
Full Scale or Inclined Gauges 


WALKER, CROSWELLER & CO. LTD. 
CHELTENHAM, GLOS. Cheltenham 5172 


NL 


TULLY SONS & CO. LTD. 


Millgate, Newark-on-Trent. 
258. T/A Tullcarbo Newark. 


The PATENT Mechanically Operated 
TULLY GAS PLANT 


T/N Newark 





with Waste Heat Boiler for the 
ONE STAGE GASIFICATION OF COAL 


Prices Order S. R. & O. 2509, dated Dec. 7, 
1942, and operative from Jan. 1, 1943. Filtered 
heavy oil (min. gr. 1,080), 74d. to 8d. Creosote 
oil has been generally controlled as to direction 
and price for some time past. Current value— 
fuel grades 5d. to 54d.; timber preservation 
and other purposes 43d. to 6d. 


* In regard to pitch and crude tar prices we would | 


ask readers to refer to the editorial note on p. 396 of 
the “JournaL” for Sept. 10, 1941. 


Tar Products in Scotland June 12. 


Deliveries are proceeding rapidly with prices 
steady. Refined tar controlled. Value is 44d. 
per gallon ex Works, naked. Creosote oil: 
Specification oil, 64d. to 7d.; low gravity, 74d. 
to 74d.; neutral oil, 6d. to 64d. ; hydrogenation 
oil, 5gd. per gallon; all ex Works in bulk. 
Refined cresylic acid is active at 3s. 6d. to 
4s. 6d. per gallon ex Works, naked, according 
to quality. Crude naphtha: 64d. to 7d. per 
gallon. Solvent naphtha: 
livered in bulk, 90/180 grade 2s. 8d., and 
90/190 Heavy naphtha, Unrectified, 1s. 104d.; 
Rectified, 2s. 3d. per gallon. 
grade, 13s., and 90/140 grade, 15s. per gallon. 


The following is the complete list of price 
changes during the week: 


OFFICIAL LIST 

Bombay Ord. ...| 23/-—24/- 
Brighton Cons. * 
Commercial 3 p.c. Deb. . Ge d. ) 
Imperial a 
Oriental . 
Plymouth ‘Ord. 
Portsmouth Cons... 
Primitiva Holdings Ord. 
South-Eastern Gas 

4 p.c. Cum. Pref. 
Tottenham 4 p.c. Pref. (x.d. y «| 102—107 
Watford 3} p.c. Red. Deb. (x.d.) . 90—95 


SUPPLEMENTARY LIST 
Eastbourne “‘B”’ . | 47—52 


PROVINCIAL EXCHANGE 
Weston-Super-Mare Cons. ... «| 103—106| +44 


CARDS 
CEAME LS 


LEAMINGTON 


oe. i ees SFE 
eauhonaces 
..| 19/3—20/3 


STOVEMAKERS SINCE 1777. 


COCHRAN & CO. (ANNAN) LTD. 


Annan, Scotland. T/A Multitube, Annan. 
T/N Annan, 111, 112. London Office: 34, 
Victoria Street, S.W.1. T/A Miultitube, 
Sowest, London. T/N Abbey 4441 (3 lines), 


“SINUFLO” AND ‘“COCHRAN-KIRKE” 
BOILERS. 


Contractors for Complete Boiler Installations. 


CHASESIDE ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 


Cambridge Road, Enfield, Middlesex, 
T/N Enfield 4373-4. 


One man can do the work of TEN with 
the Practical CHASESIDE SHOVEL 


High Speed, low cost per ton. Write for details. 


Basic prices de- |; 


Pyridine : 90/160 | : 


751 


| There's only one 


(Permac! 


ia lenin METAL JOINTING MATERIAL. 


“ Permac”’ 
Joints 
in a 

Gas Works. 


Be sure you 
set it ! 


Here is a selection of ‘‘ Permac” 

joints photographed in various | 

Gas Works. ‘ Permac,” the 

Metal-to-Metal Jointing has been 

holding up difficult joints like 

these for over 25 years. Send for 
particulars. 


Sole Manufacturers : 


THOMAS «BISHOP L”? 


( formerly of 37, Tabernacle Street, 
London, E.C. 2) 


Temporary address : 
39, Arthur Road, Wimbledon Park, 
London, S.W. 19 








752 GAS JOURNAL June 16, 1943 










—, FOR “EMERGENCY 
USE THERE IS NO 
INSTRUMENT MORE 
CONVENIENT, MORE 

RELIABLE, THAN 

BRISTOL'S 22M PORTABLE 


Emergency point to point pressure testing . .. long period 





























observation tests. . . deputy inter-works instrument duty, 
In these three useful roles the 22M has become an almost 
indispensable test instrument in many of the country’s most 
efficient undertakings. Its chart gives a true, reliable record 
of pressure conditions that quickly proves complaints 
groundless, points the way to working economies and 
searches out elusive, troublesome leaks with speed and 
certainty. Your industrial consumers will appreciate the 
proof which the 22M will give them of the distribution ; Nats : i Sa PALMER 


efficiency of your service.. The pressure record of a Bristol’s | i rated, . bse 
a+ i : : Purificat 


grr 


instrument has been accepted in a court of law as proof 





of satisfactory service—a fine tributes to the inherent, 


permanent accuracy of our rangé of Pressure Recorders. 


MAt 






: Al 
The Rectangular shape of a Bristol’s Recorder—Model 22M H P 
- 


Portable, Wall Fixing or Panel Mounting type—indicates that the 
instrument incorporates the Bristol's long radius, narrow angle 


pen arm. This helps to maintain the calibration accuracy of the 





element, allows a heavier gauge material to be used and reduces 


GAS 
MAT 


the possibility of over stressing—a three point contribution to 


permanent accuracy and reliability. 


Ao/i06 


BRISTOL’S INSTRUMENT Co., LTp., LONDON, N.W.10. 


TELEPHONE: WILLESDEN 3617-3 & 4 TELEGRAMS: AMPLISET, HARLES, LONDON 





Ao/io6 
sneutineemetal 
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¥ HE traffic pro- 


blem presents many 
difficulties. Will it be 
solved like this—with 
all transport. services 
underground, special 
motor roads and 
overhead pedestrian 
bridges ? 

The post-war years 
will make heavy 
demands on our re- 
sourcefulness. Are 
you preparing to meet 
them? We are. 


Give priority in your post-war plans to 


ALDER & MACKAY METERS 


ALDER & 


60% Sulphur absorbed by our 


OXIDE 


which has stood the test of 
60 years. 
Minimum Costs, Highest mareaeed 
ESTABLISHED 1873. 
GAS PURIFICATION & CHEMICAL 
COMPANY LIMITED 


PALMERSTON HOUSE, 34, OLD BROAD rss: 
LONDON, E.C.2, 


Teleg Telephone : 
Purification, Stock, London.” London Wall 5077 


§TRACHAN & Ho ENSHAW Lr. 


BRISTOL. 
MANUFACTURERS 
and CONTRACTORS for 


HANDLING PLANT 
SCREENS, TIPPLERS, ae 


THE 
BRITISH 
GAS PURIFYING 
MATERIALS CO., LTD. 
FOR 
NEW AND SPENT 
OXIDE 
LONDON ROAD’ 
"SebURMaTs— LEICESTER _ 


Telephone: 
59086. 


“BIRCHROCK, 


MAC RAY 


BUFFALO INJECTOR 


(British made) CLASS A 


— FOR — 
STE" Hot or Cold Water 


and long lifts. 


a 
OVERFLOW 
GREEN * Request LTD. 
LONDON, 58 


MAINLAYING: 


E. JEAVONS & CO., LTD., 
Gas Engineers and Mainiayers, 


TIPTON, STAFFS 


TRISH BOG ORE 


Porous and Light 
’ Easy to Work 


A War Time Economy of Labour 
HARRISONS (LONDON) LTD. 


66, MARK LANE, LONDON, E.C. ’ 


Telegrams: Telephone 
LONDON.” ROYal 31 20 


LiMtt €-D, 


EDINBURGH 


“KLEENOFF” 


—THE COOKER CLEANER 


Tins for Sale to Consumers. In Bulk for Works Use. 


OXIDE OF IRON. 
SPENT OXIDE BOUGHT. 


BALE & CHURCH, LTD. 


33, ST. MARY AT HILL, LONDON, E.C.3. 


Telegrams 


Telephone : ; 
Mansion House 1156. ** Balefire, London.”’ 


PLANT, “Re. 


FIRTH BLAKELEY, SONS, & CO., LTD. 
Vulcan tronworks, Church Fenton, 
Tadcaster, Yorks. 


MANUFACTURERS of Gas- 

holders, Tanks, Condensers, Purifiers, 
Scrubbers, Washers, and every description of 
Gas Plant. 

Sole Makers of the “P.M” semi-water Gas Plant. 
Telegrams : ‘*Blakeleys, Church Fenton.” 
Telephone : Barkston Ash 234 and 235 (Private 

Branch Exchange). Code : “ Bentleys.’ 





ROBERT DEMPSTER & SONS, 

LTD., ELLAND, Builders of CARBONIZING 
PLANTS, both Horizontal and Vertical. Manu- 
facturers of CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS, GAS- 
HOLDERS, &c., also every description of COAL 
and COKE HANDLING. PLANT. Telegrams: 
** Dempster, Elland.” Telephone: Elland 
2241, 2242 and 2243. 












APPOINTMENTS VACANT 


CHARING AND DISTRICT GAS-WORKS 
LIMITED (near Maidstone) 


WORKING MANAGER required for above Under- | 

taking (3 million cu.ft. per annum), able to do 
shovel-charging and execute usual maintenance and | 
repairs. Salary £4 per week, with house, fuel and 
lighting. 

Apply, enclosing copies only of Testimonials to 
Gas-Works, W. A. Howte, 

St. Peter Street, Director and Engineer. 

Maidstone, Kent. 





COUNTY BOROUGH OF OLDHAM 
(Gas DeparRTMENT) | 
ASSISTANT CHEMIST 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the appointment 

of ASSISTANT CHEMIST, from qualified Chemists 
or Fuel Technologists. The appointment will, in the 
—_ place, be temporary, but may lead to permanency 
ater. 

The position is graded £270—£315 per annum, plus | 
cost-of-living bonus as. determined by the Council, at | 
present £33 16s. per annum. The commencing salary 
will be according to qualifications. 

The sucessful candidate may be required to pass a | 
Medical Examination, and to contribute to the Super- 
annuation Fund of the Corporation. The successful | 
candidate will also be required to reside in the Borough | 
or in a district to be approved by the Corporation. 

Conditions relating to appointments should be obtained | 
from the Borough Gas Engineer, and applications, | 
endorsed “Assistant Chemist,” stating Age, Qualifications, 
and particulars of Training, accompanied by copies of three 
recent Testimonials, to be forwarded to him at the Gas 
Offices, Greaves Street, Oldham, and received not later | 
than first post Wednesday, June 23, 1943. 


of the Council or of any Committee appointed by the 
Council, or any Official of the Council, will be a dis- | 


qualification. 

Town Hall, Tuomas ALKER, 
Oldham. Town Clerk. 

June 3, 1943. 





{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Canvassing or submitting testimonials from Members | 
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’PHONE 98 STAINES. | 

F°® SALE. — Bonecourt 6B Gas Fired Boiler; Weir 
Service Pump, 5$ in. by 44 in. by 12 in.; go K.W. 

| Belliss Steam Generating Set, 220 volts D.C; Sissons | 

High Speed Enclosed Engine Cylinders, g in. by 6 in,; | 

2 in., 3 in., 4 in. Centrifugal Pumps. 

| Harry H. Garpam & Co., Lrp., STAINEs. 


| NEW LIFTING GEAR for sale, including Worm 
| Geared Blocks, Gin Wheels, Sheer Legs, Shackles, 
| &c. Capacities up to 5 tons. Available against priority 
| to firms on Work of National importance, 
| from Grorce Conen, Sons & Co., Ltp., Contractors’ 
Tools Section, Wood Lane, London, W. 12. 

| Tel.: Shepherds Bush 2070. 


| WANTED.—18-20 hy p. Vertical totally enclosed 
to work at a steam pressure of 


{STEAM ENGIN 
| 100-120 Ib. per sq.in. Full particulars to H. B. KEN- 
| prick, M.Inst.Gas E., Conway Gas Company, Ltd., 


| Castle S treet, Conway. 


__ CONTRACTS OPEN 


PONTYPRIDD URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
(Gas DEPARTMENT) 


(TENDERS are invited for the supply and delivery 
of a TURBO BOOSTER. 

Particulars and Specification may be obtained from 
Mr. David Muir, Gas Engineer and Manager. 

Tenders in plain sealed envelopes marked “Tender for 
Booster” should be received by the undersigned not later 
| than 12 noon on June 30, 1943. 

The Council do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any Tender. 
Municipal Buildings, 

Pontypridd. 

June 4, 1943. 








H. L. Porcuer, 
Clerk of the Council. 





| PONTYPRIDD URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
(Gas DEPARTMENT) 


two 25 ft. Purifiers. 
Particulars and Specification may be obtained from 
| Mr. David Muir, Gas Engineer and Manager. 

Tenders in plain sealed envelopes marked ‘“Tender for 
Purifier Covers” should be received by the undersigned 
not later than 12 noon on June 30, 1943. 

The Council do not bind themselves to accept the 





BOROUGH OF DARWEN 


APPOINTMENT OF GAS — AND 
GENERAL MANAGE 


APPLICATIONS are invited for ie position of | 

ENGINEER AND GENERAL MANAGER of the 
Darwen Corporation Gas Undertaking. 

Applicants must be qualified Gas Engineers and have a 
thorough practical knowledge of modern gas manufacture 
and distribution, together with commercial experience. 

The salary will be at the rate of £600 per annum, rising 
by two annual increments of £50 to £700 per annum 
with Bonus and Car Allowance. 

Particulars of Duties and Conditions attaching to the 
appointment may be obtained on application to the 


undersigned. 

The person appointed must devote the whole of his 
time to the duties of the office and must reside within the 
Borough. 

The appointment will be terminable by two months’ 


notice on either side. 

Selected Candidates will be required to supply 24 cone 
of their application and Testimonials. 

Applications, stating Age, Qualifications, Experience | 
and present employment and accompanied by copies of | 
three recent Testimonials to be delivered to the under- | 
signed endorsed ‘“‘Appointment of Gas Engineer’’ not | 
later than June 30, 1943. 
Town Clerk’s Office, 

Darwen. 

June 5, 1943. 


Cuarves Coutts Byers, 
Town Clerk. 


WORKS TECHNICAL ASSISTANT 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of | 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANT (young man preferred) , 


Engineer, Cleethorpes Gas Company, Cleethorpes, Lincs’ 





Must be ineligible for call-up. Apply to F. G. Brockway. ‘s 


| | lowest or any tender. 
H. L. Porcuer, 


| Municipal Buildings, 
Pontypridd. Clerk of the Council. 


June 4; 1943. 


TROTTER, HAINES & CORBETT 


FIRE-CLAY & BRICKWORKS 
STOURBRIDGE 


GAS RETORTS in BEST STOURBRIDGE 
QUALITY also SILICIOUS QUALITY 
81% SILICA | 


HIGH GRADE INSULATING QUALITY 
FIREBRICKS 


REGENERATIVE __ TUBES 








COMPANY NOTICE 





| THE BARNET DISTRICT GAS & WATER 
COMPANY 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the TRANSFER 
BOOKS of this Company relating to DEBENTURE 
} | and REOPENED on the ist July, 1943. 

| Offices: Station Road, By one “34 the Board, 


Particulars | 


"TENDERS are invited for NEW COVERS, é&c., for | 


& TILES | 


| STOCK WILL BE CLOSED on the 23rd June, 1943, | 


PLANT &c. FOR SALE & WANTED 


| Telegrams: “Patent, London.’ 





New Barnet, . Davey, 
Herts. Secretary. 


June 11, 1943. 


| 
i 


KINGS PATENT AGENCY, LTD. LTD 


June 16, 1943 


PATENTS 


- MEWBURN, ELLIS & CO., 
CHARTERED PATENT AGEN 


AND TRADE MARK AGENTS 
70 & 72, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2, 


"Phone : Hoiborn 04 
And 3, St. Nicholas Setdieas, oreo Taes 










































































(Director, B. T. King, A.I.M.E., Patenc Ageny 


Advice, Handbook, and Consultations free. 146a, Ques! 
Victoria Street, London, E.C. 4. Phone: City 616i 


EDUCATIONAI 


“UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS 
GAS RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP 


PPLICATIONS are _ invited for the 
RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP. of the Lnstitutig 
of Gas Engineers tenable in the University of Lea, 
The Fellowship, of the value of £200 for one year by 
with the possibility of extension for a further year, will 
awarded to a suitably qualified candidate for the prose. 
tion of post-graduate research in Gas Chemistry. 
Applications (on the prescribed form, which can lk 
obtained from the Clerk to the Senate, The Univeniy, 
Leeds) must be submitted not later than July 1. 


UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS 


ENTRANCE SCHOLARSHIPS IN GAS 
ENGINEERING AND CHEMICAL ENGINEERING 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the followin 
ENTRANCE acteniy maggots tenable from th 
beginning of the Autumn Term, 1943: 
The CORBET WOODALL SCHOL ARSHIP in 
Gas Engineering. Tenable for 3 or 4 sessions. Valu 
£60 asession. The successful candidate will be required 
to pursue a degree or diploma course in Gas Engineering 
and to =: an undertaking to follow the profession of# 
gas engin 
The SUNITED KINGDOM GAS CORPORATION 
SCHOLARSHIPS in Gas Engineering or Chemical 
Engineering. Tenable for 3 or 4 sessions. Value £1) 
a session. The successful candidates will be require 
to pursue degree courses in Gas Engineering or Chemici 
Engineering. Candidates must be of British nationality, 
Applications (on the prescribed form which can 
obtained from the Clerk to the Senate, The Universit, 
Leeds) must be received not later than August 1. 


AUTHORITATIVE 


CORRESPONDENCE TRAINING 


T.1.G.B. Students have gained 29 
FIRST PLACES and Hundreds 
of Passes in the Examinations 
for A.M.Inst.C.E., A.M.I.GasE., 
A.M.1.Chem.E., A.M.I.Mech.E., 
A.M.I.E.E., C. & G., etc. 
Qualify Now by Home-Study with the 








































The Department of Fuel Technology coven 
Gas ra 
Engineering, and the cates of 
Institution of Gas Engineers. 

Write to-day for “Engineer’s Guide 
Success” —FREE—containing the world’s widest 
choice of engineering courses—over 200—and 
which alone gives the Regulations as 
admission to various examinations such 4 
A.M.1.GasE., A.M.Inst.C.E., A.M.I.Mech.E, 
A.M.1.Chem.E., C. & G., &c. The T.LGB 
guarantees training until successful. 

THE TECHNOLOGICAL INSTITUTE 
OF GREAT BRITAIN 


148 TEMPLE BAR HOUSE, LONDON, E.C.‘ 
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